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Colorado Adult Learning Symposium:  
ON THE ROAD TO COMPLETION 

Wednesday, July 30, 2014 
Regis University, North Denver (Lowell) campus  

3333 Regis Boulevard, Denver, CO 80221  

Claver Hall, Mountain View Room 

Schedule at a Glance 
All sessions are held in Claver Hall. The keynote, lunch, and the panel discussion are held in the Mountain View 

Room, Claver Hall.  Please see posting at the Symposium for location of Breakout Sessions.   

  

8:00am    
 

Registration and Continental Breakfast 

8:30am  Welcome, Dr. Patricia Ladewig , Provost, Regis University  

8:45am Navigating with Purpose:  On the Road to Completion, Pamela Tate, 
President & CEO, Council for Adult & Experiential Learning (CAEL)  

9:45-10:45am Breakout Session I 

 Teaching Mindfulness to Build Resiliency and Improve Student 
Retention, Dr. Charles Igel, Regis University  

 Successful Collaborations to Serve Adult Students, Patrick Lane, 
Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education  

 Sticking points:  Tips for Advancing the Prior Learning Assessment 
Conversation, Rey Hernandez and Danielle Forrest, Metropolitan State 
University of Denver, and Bitsy Cohn,  Colorado Community College 
System  

 What Jane Goodall Taught Me About Online Learning Environments, Dr. 
April Menzies, Front Range Community College 

 Gainful Employment: A Facilitated Conversation, Dr. Cheryl Lovell,  
Rocky Vista University  

11:00am – 12:00pm Breakout Sessions II  

 Class Design for Adults, by Adults—Translational Learning Strategies,  
Dr. Janna Oakes, Regis University 

 Competency Based Education: National and Institutional 
Perspectives,   Dr. Eric Dunker and Dr. Nancy Sayre, Metropolitan State 
University of Denver 

 "You can't do that!"  Teaching Science Online with Real Laboratory 
Equipment, Dan Branan and P.J. Bennett, North American Network of 
Science Labs Online 

 The Talent Pipeline:  Preparing our Future Workforce, Colorado 
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Workforce Development Council 

 Colorado’s Completion Agenda Road Map, Dr. Ian Macgillivray and 
Sierra Fleenor, Colorado Department of Higher Education  

1:00pm – 2:00pm  Breakout Session III  

 Valuing Our Veterans: Veteran Success on Campus, Cheri Arfsten, Pikes 
Peak Community College,  and Izzy Abbass, Hangar 30 and CO-ACME   

 Lessons Learned From the Front Lines: Enrollment to Graduation with 
Online Adult Learners, Dr. Becky Takeda Tinker, and Lauren 
Anuskewicz, Colorado State University Global Campus 

 Death to Death by Powerpoint, Bobbi Ewelt, Regis University   

 Degree Within Reach: Colorado’s Reverse Transfer Initiative, Amelia 
Langer, Colorado Department of Higher Education 

 Follow Your Dream – Here’s Your Roadmap: 
www.CollegeInColorado.org,   Dawn Taylor Owens and Julia Pirnack, 
College In Colorado  

2:15pm  On the Horizon: A Conversation with Colorado Leaders 

 Patricia Ladewig, Ph. D., Provost, Regis University 

 David Longanecker, Ed. D., President, Western Interstate 
Commission for Higher Education 

 Ian K. Macgillivray, Ph.D., Associate Deputy Director of Academic 
Affairs, Colorado Department of Higher Education 

 Betsy Oudenhoven, Ph. D., President, Community College of 
Aurora 

 Bruce Vandal, Ph. D., Vice President, 
CompleteCollegeAmerica 

 Jo Winger de Rondon, Vice President, CAEL (moderator)  
 

4:00pm  Reception:  Please join us for a celebration  hosted by CAEL in honor of 
its 40th anniversary of serving adult learners  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.collegeincolorado.org/
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8:00am  Registration and Continental Breakfast  

 

       8:30am  Welcome, Dr. Patricia Ladewig, Provost, Regis University 

 
8:45am  Navigating with Purpose:  On the Road to Completion, Pamela Tate, President & CEO, CAEL  

 
Since becoming President and CEO of CAEL in 1990, Pamela Tate has become nationally and 
internationally recognized for her work within the higher education, public, and private sectors to 
make it easier for adults to get the education and training they need to succeed and to remain 
employable.   She is also known for helping colleges and universities develop Prior Learning 
Assessment programs and improve the quality of their services for working learners. Pam has worked 
with employers on tuition assistance policy, implementation of career and educational advising for 
employees, and exemplary practices in employee learning and development. She has led CAEL in the 
development of projects that unite business, government, labor and postsecondary education to 
address workforce skill shortages - resulting in industry-sponsored degree and certificate programs 
on-line, industry-wide career pathways programs, and regional lifelong learning and talent 
development initiatives. As a presenter, she is regularly sought out for her vision and insights into 
adult learning and workforce development and their vital relationship to the future of the economy. 

 
 
9:45- 10:45am Breakout Sessions I 

 
o Teaching Mindfulness to Build Resiliency and Improve Student Retention, Dr. Charles Igel, Assistant 

Professor, Regis University  
In this presentation, Dr. Charles Igel will discuss the potential for mindfulness practice to address 

some of the challenges facing adult higher education. A central problem in adult higher education is 

student retention. One explanation is that adult learners frequently lack self-efficacy and locus of 

control around academic work. A growing body of research suggests that mindfulness practice is 

effective at improving these skills. 

o Successful Collaborations to Serve Adult Students, Patrick Lane, Senior Policy Analyst and Project 
Coordinator, Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education 
This session will review research on successful collaboration and coordination and engage 

participants in a discussion of how the Colorado Adult Learning Symposium could continue to expand 

to better meet the needs of adult students. Successful examples, including some from WICHE's Adult 

College Completion Network, will provide a foundation for the discussion. 

o Sticking points:  Tips for Advancing the PLA Conversation, Rey Hernandez and Danielle Forrest, 
Prior Learning Specialist, Metropolitan State University of Denver, and Bitsy Cohn,  Credit for Prior 
Learning Coordinator, Colorado Community College System  
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As more and more colleges across the state work to build Prior Learning Assessment 
systems, their need for information about PLA pitfalls, best practices and promising evidence 
is greater than ever. This panel discussion will help participants to identify the key questions 
and hear about the experience of their peers in growing excellent programs and policy.  This 
session will bring together a panel of experts to address the question “What is the one thing 
you consider crucial to advancing the prior learning assessment conversation?”  Each 
panelist will respond to this question with information geared toward helping audience 
members build and maintain excellent prior learning assessment practices.  A question and 
answer period will be facilitated for the last part of the presentation.  
 

o What Jane Goodall Taught Me About Online Learning Environments, Dr. April Menzies, Online 
Chair - Business, Computer & Social Sciences, Front Range Community College 
 
Discovering the roots of behavior and parallels with our "next of kin" can help us build online learning 
environments which foster success and satisfaction for both students and faculty. 
How are the foundational themes of behavior in the primate community reflected in our online 

learning experiences and what can we learn from the parallels?  This thought-provoking exploration 

of connection, dominance, and reconciliation/mediation will ignite the conversation about how to 

recognize patterns of behavior and how to effectively respond in ways that promote learning and 

student success.  Participants will construct knowledge, make connections, and leave with strategies 

that promote high quality, effective learning environments that are satisfying to students and faculty. 

o Gainful Employment: A Facilitated Conversation, Dr. Cheryl Lovell, President, Rocky Vista University  
Gainful Employment is one of many hot topics in adult education around the country.  This session 

will discuss what is happening on the national scene and what is down the pike for our state’s 

systems.  Join this conversation to learn about the issue and participate in an open dialogue with 

colleagues in Colorado.  

 
11:00am–12:00pm Breakout Sessions II 

 
o Class Design for Adults, by Adults—Translational Learning Strategies,  Dr. Janna Oakes, Dean, School 

of Education, Regis University 
Join a hands-on session exploring “translational” learning. Translational learning provides students 
the opportunity to co-create the learning process in collaboration with the instructor. Adult learners 
respond positively to instruction that is relevant to their experience, their struggles, and their 
aspirations. Discover how to create a mutually respectful culture of inquiry and discovery in the craft 
of teaching adults. 
 

o Competency Based Education: National and Institutional Perspectives,   Dr. Eric Dunker, Director, 
Extended Campus and Dr. Nancy Sayre Assistant Chair, Department of Health Profession, 
Metropolitan State University of Denver 
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Competency based, self-paced education has become one of the most hotly discussed topics in 
higher education. Some view competency based education as the wave of the future in online 
education because of its potential to decrease time to completion and ability to reduce tuition costs. 
However, some fear that it causes too much disruption to the credit hour and unbundles the 
traditional faculty role. This session will provide an overview and encourage rich discussion about the 
current state of competency based programs around the US. Facilitators will also discuss how the 
idea for MSU Denver's competency based, self-paced initiative was formulated and cover issues such 
as faculty and departmental buy-in, vendor considerations, creating the competencies, corporate 
outreach, and the creation of the business plan. 
 

o "You can't do that!"  Teaching Science Online with Real Laboratory Equipment, Dan Branan, Lab 
Director, and P.J. Bennett, Lab Manager, NANSLO  
Currently in its third year, North American Network of Science Labs Online (NANSLO) is using open 
source licensing to construct a network of online, internet controllable, real-time, teaching 
laboratories. NANSLO’s goal is to provide real-time operational access to challenging inquiry-based 
laboratory procedures run on high-quality scientific instrumentation to students outside traditional 
laboratory environments. 
  

o The Talent Pipeline:  Preparing our Future Workforce, Colorado Workforce Development Council  
How best do we prepare our students for viable careers?  Come to engage with industry 
representatives to learn how we together can help build a strong Colorado workforce.   

 
o Colorado’s Completion Agenda Road Map, Dr. Ian Macgillivray, Associate Director of Academic 

Affairs, and Sierra Fleenor, Director of College Access and Success, Colorado Department of Higher 
Education  
Why aren’t more students utilizing Colorado’s guided pathways and guaranteed transfer options? 
What’s around the bend on the road to completion?  Let’s discuss degree maps with structured 
schedules, intrusive advising and wrap-around supports, predictive data analytics, co-requisite 
instruction, concurrent enrollment and more! 
 

 

12:00pm  Lunch         

 
1:00–2:00pm Breakout Sessions III 

 
o Valuing Our Veterans: Veteran Success on Campus, Cheri Arfsten, Director, Dept. of Military and 

Veterans Programs, Pikes Peak Community College, and Izzy Abbass, Vice President Corporate 
Development, Hangar 30 and Vice President, CO-ACME   
This session will focus on veteran students on campus and what colleges and universities can do to 
contribute to their success. Best practices in the classroom will be presented, as well as the strengths 
of veteran students and the challenges that they face when transitioning to the higher education 



 
 

p 6 
 

environment. A leading transition program, Boots to Suits, will be discussed as well as other exciting 
initiatives happening on campuses today. 
 

o Lessons Learned From the Front Lines: Enrollment to Graduation with Online Adult Learners, Dr. Becky 
Takeda Tinker, President, and Lauren Anuskewicz, VP of Student Engagement, Colorado State University 
Global Campus 
The session will focus on how the needs of adult online learners are addressed at CSU-Global to 
facilitate student engagement and retention towards graduation. Panelists will share department best 
practices, and key insights which have helped the university to graduate over 2800 students and grow to 
over 11,000 students since 2008. 
 

o Death to Death by Powerpoint, Bobbi Ewelt, Affiliate Faculty, Regis University   
If you’re done faking interest when watching your students’ final presentations or if you want to add 
pizzazz to your lectures, you won’t want to miss this session. Learn how to easily incorporate 
presentation skills, many based on the wildly popular TED talks, that will change the way you and 
your students give presentations and use presentation software. 
 

o Degree Within Reach: Colorado’s Reverse Transfer Initiative, Amelia Langer, Academic Project 
Manager, Colorado Department of Higher Education 
Degree Within Reach is the State of Colorado’s way of describing “reverse transfer,” a process 
allowing students who have transferred from a Colorado community college to a Colorado university 
to combine credits from both institutions and apply them towards an associate’s degree.  This session 
will include an overview of reverse transfer in the state prior to SB 12-045 and the Credit When It’s 
Due grant, trace the evolution of the initiative through the grant period (Fall 2012-Fall 2014), and 
discuss the future of the initiative. The session will also include an overview of the national climate 
for reverse transfer and lessons we can learn from other states currently implementing the initiative.  
 

o Follow Your Dream – Here’s Your Roadmap: www.CollegeInColorado.org,   Dawn Taylor Owens, 
Executive Director, and Julia Pirnack, Director of Web and Curriculum Development, College In 
Colorado  
More properly defined as “careers for Coloradans”, College In Colorado is the state’s free, online, 
portable, one-stop-shop for every aspect of career planning and education/training: from student 
ICAPs to adult GEDs and every step on a job-seeker’s pathway to success.  With over 500,000 adult 
residents lacking a diploma or GED and 74% of new jobs requiring some postsecondary training, 
Colorado’s DHE has created a free, online, portable one-stop-shop portfolio system for career and 
education/training planning. From middle school to adults in transition, whether it’s the Energy and 
Applied Health Industry Hubs, Own Your Future for ex-offender, or ASSET/DACA for undocumented 
residents, www.CollegeInColorado.org walks the job-seeker through every aspect of career and 
college planning.  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.collegeincolorado.org/
http://www.collegeincolorado.org/
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2:15pm  On the Horizon: A Conversation with Colorado Leaders  
 

Join a facilitated conversation with leaders in Colorado adult learning.   Panelists will discuss the most 
significant threats, challenges, and opportunities for post traditional higher education in Colorado and 
strategies and approaches to address them.    What barriers do educators, legislators and employers 
create for students who wish to pursue post traditional education in Colorado and how can those 
barriers be reduced?  We will explore what is on the horizon for adult learning in Colorado.  The 
conversation will include audience Q&A.  Panelists:  

   

 Patricia Ladewig, Ph. D., Provost, Regis University 
 David Longanecker, Ed. D., President, Western Interstate Commission for Higher 

Education 
 Ian K. Macgillivray, Ph.D., Associate Deputy Director of Academic Affairs, Colorado Department 

of Higher Education 

 Betsy Oudenhoven, Ph. D., President, Community College of Aurora 
 Bruce Vandal, Ph. D., Vice President, CompleteCollegeAmerica 
 Jo Winger de Rondon, Vice President, CAEL (moderator)  

 
4:00pm  Reception:  Please join us for a celebration hosted by the Council for Adult & Experiential Learning (CAEL) 

in honor of its 40th anniversary of linking learning to work for adult learners.  The reception will be held at 
Regis University immediately following the Symposium.   

 
Visit www.mydegreemattersco.org for more information and post-symposium updates. 

http://www.mydegreemattersco.org/

